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FROM A BOOK FUND COMMEMORATING 

RUTH GERALDINE ASHEN 

CLASS OF 193 I 

It's a sad thing 

when a man is to be so soon forgotten 
And the shining in his soul 

gone from the earth 
With no thing remaining; 

And it's a sad thing 

when a man shall die 
And forget love 

which is the shiningness of life; 

But it's a sadder thing 

that a man shall forget love 
And he not dead but walking in the field 

of a May morning 
And listening to the voice of the thrush. 

— R.G.A., in A Yearbook of 
Stanford Writing, 193 1 
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i. i. 



OWEEPING the surges at sundown, the blue-eyed 



o 



Oarsmen of Odin, out to nor'ward 



Strained, strong-sinewed, struck the wave-crest, 

Venturing afar, the valiant bay-kings, 

Born of the breeze and the brine of the billow, 

Fostered in fighting, — fierce, relentless 

In mail, but in mead-hall merciful, tender 

With women and weaklings, and wistful with children ; 

Away to the white sea-walls of our Island, 

Lying in light of the low sun, onward 

Sped in their ships, to assail it, and seize it, 

Found there a fatherland of freemen, — 

Fiercest and first of the folk that have fashioned 

The Empire of England. 
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I. 2. 



Round it they'd roved in random adventure, 

In moonlight, in mist, in the melting of rainbows 

Bent o'er its bays and bald sheer headlands 

Fading and fleeting in fume of the shower ; 

Had watched, worn and weary with labour, 

Drifting in dreams on the deep, its mountains, 

Beautiful peaks, pale blue in the morning, 

Or pointed with pink, or purpled with shadow, 

And its glens all golden with gorse and broom ; 

Landing, had laid their limbs for rest 

In its green sweet grasses aglow in the sunshine 

Of spring-time, or softened with sailing clouds ; 

Had wandered away through its woods in the slot 

Of the deer in the dew, and drawn to sea-ward 

Faggots for fire, or, fresh from its well-springs, 

Water; and witnessed, wond'ring, the churches, 

The barrows and booths, of the Briton, the villas 

And roadways and ramparts of Rome, and her harbours, 

Her towers and her towns and her temples in ruin, 
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As they rowed in reaches of rivers inland 

By level lengths of lush deep pasture, 

Glittering, gay with the gorgeous blossoms 

Of buttercups brighter than beams of the dawn, 

Or milk-white in May with the myriad daisies, 

Or swaying and swinging in summer the fescue, 

And far by the fringes of forests, and islets 

Of willow, and widths of the waste and wold. 

So came they to covet its cornlands and woodlands, 

Its meadows mouthed by the mild-eyed kine, 

Its downs and its dales and its dark recesses, 

Its clear white cliffs, and the clang of its seas ; 

To love it, long for it, lean their hearts to it, 

Pray for the power to pluck as a pearl-shell 

Out of the ocean, and own for ever, 

Its heights and its havens, its heaths and its fallows, 

The wonder and wealth of the whole fair Isle. 



i. 3. 

So they swoopt on it, strove for it, wrought for it, 
Beat back the Briton, breaking his chariot, 
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Splint'ring his spear-shaft, speeding in battle; 

So they seized it, the sires of our nation, 

Freemen, fathers and founders of England ; 

Now warred with the Welshman, now warred with the 
Ostman, 

Now with the Norman, and never a respite, — 

Fierce fight with the Frenchman, fell fray with the Scotsman, 

Grim with the Gael too the grapple of conflict ; 

Still by the strain of the struggle strengthening, 

Winning the war-prize, widening ever 

The sweep of their sway. As the swirl of the tide-wave. 

Flowing, and filling the flats of the beaches, 

Rising and ruining, rolling inland, 

So gat they and girdled their God-given realm. 



I. 4. 

And the sons of the sea-men, the sons of the reinless 
Rovers and raiders, ruled and obeyed ; 
Conquered a kingdom ; carved out a commonwealth ; 
Toppled the tyrant down ; tempered the throne-wield ; 
Sailed to the sunset ; sailed to the moonrise ; 
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Dashed through the desert-fire ; drave through the ice-floe ; 

Planted their banner on peaks of the sun-lands, 

Flaunted it, fluttering free in the breezes, 

By coasts of all climates, in coves of all seas ; 

Daunted the dark-face; daunted the white-face; 

Culled out their colonies; carried their hand-craft 

Over the ocean to Old-World and New- World ; 

Felled the forest, and furrowed the wilderness; 

Set in the solitudes city and stronghold, 

Garden and grain-field, the grape and the citron; 

Bridged the abysses and broadened the highways ; 

Broke through the battlement-barrier of mountains ; 

Fought with the forces and fury of ocean ; 

Struck the storm-wave, steady in onset, 

Back from the bounds they had built to baffle it, 

Hurling it high as it heaved to o'erwhelm ; 

Wielded the work-hammer; wrought in the furnaces; 

Wrought at the weave-loom ; welded the metal-joints ; 

Dug in the depth and the dusk of the mine-hell ; 

Sheeted the ship in its shells of iron ; 

Stored the steam's strength ; stayed the cloud-fire ; 
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Ordered the orderless under their mastery ; 
Shook off the shackles of serf and of bondslave ; 
Housed the homeless ones ; holp the stricken ones ; 
Painted the picture ; piled up the pinnacle ; 
Chiselled the chaste, white, cold, clear marble; 
Fashioned a fairy-world of fancies, 
Magical melodies, marvels of rime-work, 
Dreams the divinest, dreams of the heaven-born 
Poets, the princes most potent of earth ; 
Stretched to the star-worlds ; strove with the mysteries ; 
Reasoned ; unravelled the riddles of Nature ; 
Rivalled the radiance of Rome in her majesty ; 
Measured their might with the might of the world. . . 



II. I. 

Son of the soldier-seamen of Odin, 
Seed of the Saxon, stirp of the Norseman, 
Offspring of Angle-land, up from thy dwelling 
Hard by the heathery hill, or huddling 
Under the oak-tree's arch of foliage, 
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Or smothered and smeared in the smoke of the city, 

Come with the crowd of thy kinsmen ; Cambrian, 

Cradled on crags of thy Kymric highland ; 

Pict of the birk-clad Bens ; and Gael-Kelt 

Out of the uttermost islets of Albin 

And Erin edged with the eddying surf; 

Rise in your revelry, roll to the welkin 

Volleys of victory, voices of thunder ; 

Honour your Empire, honouring Her 

Who sits in the seat of the sea-kings, swaying 

An England on to the ends of the earth ; 

Gather and gladden, rejoice in the glory, 

The light and the liberty, — liegemen of Britain ! — 

The purity, puissance, and peace, of Her throne ! 



II. 2. 

Indian, oaring over the rock-ridge 
Thy raft in the rage of the rapids ; woodsman 
Of Canada, cleaving with clang of the axe-blade 
The firs of the forest ; fighter with hurricanes, 
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Labourer of Labrador ; lover of dances, 

Islander, over the opaline waters 

That tremble and thrill in the tropical sunbeam 

Sailing thy shallop in shade of the palm-trees ; 

Folk of the fells of the Fern-Isles, Maori ; 

Australasian, under the heaven 

Studded with stars that are strange to thy homeland ; 

Pioneer, planter of peoples, demiurge, 

Reining the river-ways, rearing the cities ; 

Angle of Africa ; aid in Her festival ; 

Resolute rover of rolling deserts, 

Treading the trackless tangle of boscage, 

Braving the beam and the brand, and following 

The wonders of water away to their springs ; 

Arab ; heir in the evening of time 

To the lands of the lotus, the levels of maize-field, 

The might and the mystery, magic of stonecraft, 

Done in the dim grey dawn of the centuries ; 

Clansmen of Kafirland, clubman and spearman ; 

Harrower, hurling on high thine assaighai ; 

Zulu, sudden in storms of onslaught ; 
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Foemen made fellows and friends of the Saxon, 
And finding in failure the first-fruits of freedom ; 
Buddhist and Brahmin,— brood of the Orient, 
Hosts of Mohammed, Hindu, Malayan, 
Honour your Empress ; army of India, 
Muster, and march to the music of England, 
Follow, as freemen, the fifes and the drums ; 
Rajput ; Mahratta ; race of the isle-peaks ; 
Hillsman on heights of the Himalaya 
Watching Her wide flag wave from the battery ; 
Honour Her; honour Her, aid in Her festival, 
All of Her Empire under Her sceptre ; 
Honour Her ; honour Her excellence, ye too, 
Might of America, men of the sea-breed, 
Britons yet, brothers yet, bone of our bone! 



II. 3. 

Tender in daughterhood, tender in wifehood, 
Tender and dutiful, dear to Her people, 
Dear to the desolate, dear in the death-room, 
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Swiftest in sympathy, soother of sorrows, 
Help to the houseless, hope to the sufferer, 
Lamp to the lost one, lenient and pitiful, 
Opening Her arms to the orphan and widow, 
Mindful of mercy in midst of Her sovereignty, 
Binding all Britain in bonds of Her love. 



II. 4. 

On through the ages, O England, revere Her, — 

Her glory thy gladness, Her glory thy glory, 

Her virtues thy vaunt, as, advancing, ennobling, 

In greatness thou growest, in grandeur thou risest ; 

Praised of thy poets whose plaudits shall echo 

Loud through the lands that will lie in thy keeping ; 

Her name with the name of the never-forgotten 

Helper and hope of the happier seasons, 

The summers unshadowed of sorrow, ALBERT'S, 

Emblazoned, a brightness Time's breath cannot blemish, 

Enduring undimmed in the darkness of aeons, — 

Victoria the Virtuous, Victoria, 
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Faithful to freedom, firm in dominion, 

Stainless exemplar unsullied in queenship, 

Lover of liberty, loosener of burthens, 

Waiting the will and the wish of Her lieges, 

True to the trust of Her Triune Kingdom, 

Aiding Her Empire's aspiration, 

Heiress of England's age-long splendour, 

Ruling the realm in its radiant noonday, 

The longest to lighten the lands with Her lustre 

And purest and best of the princes that ever, 

Since Hengist and Horsa set heel on the home-isle, 

Have wielded in wisdom and widened and fashioned 

The Empire of England ! 
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